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Transnational Buddhist Organizations in Singapore
A Case Study of Buddha’s Light Association Singapore

Zhang Wenxue

Abstract In recent years more and more Buddhist organizations have developed their overseas branches and
member organizations in Singapore these organizations are successfully gaining more and more influence on
Singapore the multi-racial and multi-religious country. Buddha’s Light Association Singapore is taken as a case
study in this paper to achieve further understanding of the survival of transnational Buddhist organizations in
Singapore. Through evidences obtained from fieldwork this paper discusses the background and emergence of
transnational Buddhist organizations in Singapore illustrates how it adapts to the globalization context and the local
traditions and explores its law of successful development.
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) ¢ ) 2008 3 “If water in a pool is stagnant it will smell and grow stale so
that it is unsuitable for drinking or washing. If our thinking becomes sluggish and cannot be applied resourcefully the value of our life

will be limited.”
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