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1. Dependent Origination
2. Anatta

3. Systems Theory

4. Interdependence

5. Ecosystem and
Eco-dharma
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®-- Albert Einstein

[E# A5E])E B BEEEM: “The religion of the future will be a cosmic religion. Buddhism has the
characteristics of what would be expected in a cosmic religion for the future: it transcends a
personal God, avoids dogmas and theology; it covers both the natural & spiritual, and it is
based on a religious sense aspiring from the experience of all things, natural and spiritual, as
a meaningful unity. Buddhism answers this description. If there is any religion that would cope
with modern scientific needs, it would be Buddhism.

—— Albert Einstein (from Albert Einstein: The Human Side, edited by Helen Dukas and
Banesh Hoffman, Princeton University Press)”



https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/43474232

Why Einstein cared about the
bees?

o |f the bee disappeared off the surface
of the globe, then man would have
only four years of life left. No more
bees, no more pollination, no more

plants, no more animals, no more
man.”

— Albert Einstein
This is Dependent Origination thinking!



Dependent

Origination

+»The Buddha said that Dependent
Origination is deep and profound.

»If one sees “Dependent
Origination,” then one is
enlightened.

+»Can you explain Dependent
Origination in your own words?



1. Itis about the origination of things. Buddhist thought is very
different from the Christian idea of genesis.

Dependent

Origination ).

It is about dependence and interdependence.
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1.

2.

It is the doctrine of no self.

It means there is no entity which
can exist by itself.

Our common-sense notion of
“self” is an illusion because it
assumes independence and
separateness.



Interbeing

If you are a poet, you will see clearly that there is a cloud floating in
this sheet of paper. Without a cloud, there will be no rain; without
rain, the trees cannot grow: and without trees, we cannot make
paper. The cloud is essential for the paper to exist. If the cloud is
not here, the sheet of paper cannot be here either. So we can say

that the cloud and the paper inter-are.

--Thich Nhat Hanh
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Sedaka
Sutta
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Individual Responsibility

The
M idd Ie m ggcl:qi?éfnesponsibility and
Way

We need both.




Collective

Karma

3.

4.

“l did not do it.”

Anti-Chinese sentiments

Climate change

Karma is collective due to interdependence.



Going
Forward: A
case for
Eco-dharma

COVID-19 should make us
rethink our destructive
relationship with the
natural world. We need to

chart another way
forward.

JANE GOODALL
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